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sius of Bologna (1182-1260), entirely ignored the Canon
Law in his interpretation of the section of Justinian's code
concerning usury; and, indeed, specially refers to Irnerius
and his pupil Bulgarus, in the previous century, as authorities
for saying that a contract to pay usury is entirely justifi-
able.40 If contemporary satire can be trusted, Accursius was
not afraid to illustrate his theory by practice; to his gains
as a professor he is said to have added those of a money-
lender, even to his own pupils.41 It is interesting to
Englishmen to notice that this jurist's son was, for at least
seven years, in the service of Edward I. as a member of his
inner council.42

Papal legislation, to meet what was deemed a growing
evil, had begun as early as 1179. Among the canons of the
great Lateran Council held by Alexander III. in, that year,
one ran as follows : " Since in almost every place the crime
of usury has become so prevalent that many persons give up
all other business and become usurers, as if it were per-
mitted, regarding not its prohibition in both testaments, we
ordain that manifest usurers shall not be admitted to com-
munion, nor, if they die in their sin, receive Christian burial,
and that no priest shall accept their alms." Clergy disobeying
this order were to be suspended from their office until they
had satisfied their bishop.43 The same pope, in letters to the
Archbishop of Salerno and the Bishop of Piacenza, had pro-
nounced that usurers, and even the heirs of usurers, ought to
be compelled to restore their unjust gains under similar
penalties.41

The rise of the mendicant and preaching orders in the
early part of the following century, both of them vowed
to absolute poverty, gave fresh impulse to the effort to
lessen the evils of usury by the power of the Church:
the former order contained a large party anxious to imitate